DANUBIAN    DESTINY

him to secure Rumanian support for the joint Polish-
Hungarian plan for a common frontier; and the reason
was obvious. Despite King Carol's desire to avoid the
Nazi Satan, he did not wish to invoke the Hungarian
Beelzebub for the task. Once he had supported Hun-
gary in obtaining a common frontier over Ruthenia
with Poland he would have been faced with Hungarian
demands for the cession of Transylvania; and Germany
would have been supporting an aggrandized Hungary,
Moreover, after Munich Rumania could still hope that
the next German drive would be at Polish expense.
Even so, as we have seen, the ultimate threat to Tran-
sylvania and the Bukovina remains; for the stronger
Germany becomes the greater the possibility that an
independent Ukrainian state will be erected partly at
Rumanian expense, and the greater the domination of
Hungary by the Reich. In exchange for that domination
the Reich, while erecting the Ukrainian state or after
doing so, can threaten to secure Transylvania for Hun-
gary. The omens for Rumania are in no way bright.

(vi) Jugoslavia and the Axis
Yet another example of a Slav state caught in the
pincers is Jugoslavia. Bordering on Germany and Italy
in her northern mountain fastness, she faces Italy across
the Adriatic, where her substantial seaborne commerce
finds its way out to the world's markets. In her rear
revisionist Hungary, with eyes on the rich wheatfields
of the Backa district, taken from Hungary after the last
war, may at any moment be used as a jumping-off spot
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